Ataxia-deafness-retardation syndrome in three sisters.
Three sisters aged 16, 12 and 8 years from a consanguineous family presented with a progressive spinocerebellar ataxia combined with moderate mental retardation, progressive sensorineural hearing loss and signs of both upper and lower motor neuron disease. The patients represent the only known cases of the ataxia-deafness-retardation syndrome (McKusick #20885) except for the three brothers in the original description by Berman et al (1973). In the family described here transmission of the disease appears to be linked with occurrence of red hair colour.